Accessory hind limbs (pygomelia) were found in a male pup born in our colony of C3H/Crl mice. This malformation has not previously been reported in mice.
Recently, a 7-legged male pup was born in our colony of C3H/Cri mice. The breeding nucleus of this strain was originally obtained from the National Institute of Immunology, New Delhi in 1990. The accessory limbs were on the left side of the pelvic region (Fig. 1) . The pup survived for a period of 8 days. Although the birth weight of the pup was normal, by day 8 it was smaller than the other litter mates. Often during this period the pup was found to be away from the mother and its other litter mates and probably due to lack of maternal care and proper lactation, it could not survive.
The entire mouse was processed for examination of skeletal abnormalities by alizarin red S staining (Dawson, 1926) . All the extra limbs exhibited well developed femur, tibia and fibula (Fig. 2) . Most of the phallanges were very loosely attached and separated while staining. No skeletal abnormalities were observed in the left and right fore limbs.
Congenital malformations of the extremities are rare in rodents (Palmer, 1972) and vary in their manifestations, ranging from partial or complete absence of limbs (amelia) to accessory limb formations in different anatomical Received 18 November 1991; accepted 19 December 199/ regions. The incidence of spontaneous amelia in rodents has been observed to be in the order of 0'1-0'3% (Szabo, 1989) . Among rodents spontaneous accessory limb formation has been reported only in rats (Meletzko, 1977; Borras, 1987; Szabo, 1989) .
Until now, amelia is the only formation that has been described in mice (Green, 1967;  Hoornbeek , 1970; Kalter, 1980; Rammurthy & Holmes, 1987) . The accessory hind limb formation (pygomelia in the C3H/Crl mouse described in the present paper is the first of its kind reported in mice.
Although malformations of the extremities are known to occur under a variety of experimental situations, such as hyperthermia (Edwards, 1968) , chemical administration (Jeyaseelan & Singh, 1984) and mechanical injury (Miller, 1983) , and in genetic defects (Scott, 1985) , it is extremely difficult to identify a possible cause for spontaneous accessory limb formation. 
